A-Level Bridging Work - Summer 2019 (Year 11 into 12)
	Bridging Tasks:
(Tasks 1 and 2 are compulsory)
	Self-reflection notes. How do you think this task will help to prepare you for the course? 

	Task 1: Research the following poets and make a poster displaying your findings. Look at the time in which they were writing. Consider their religious or political beliefs, marriage/ relationships with others – these may have influenced their literary works. Also consider how they were viewed in the public. 


Sir Thomas Wyatt 

William Shakespeare 
William Blake 

Robert Burns 

Lord Byron 

John Donne 

Christina Rossetti 
	

	Task 2: Research the context of The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood. You must present your research in as a detailed, two-sided information sheet. You must not copy and paste from the internet; everything must be in your own words (unless it is a direct quotation and the source is referenced).

Include research of the following topics: 

a) The life of Margaret Atwood 
b) Feminism and the Women’s Rights Movement (Second wave feminism, Sexual revolution and developments in contraception)

c) The dystopian genre 

d) The resurgence of Conservatism in the 1980s (Margaret Thatcher, Ronald Reagan) 
	

	Additional Task: You should start reading Frankenstein straight away as it is widely available online and there are free, unabridged audio book versions on YouTube. You will need to have read it all by Easter 2020. 
	

	Additional Task: Read at least ONE of the texts from the attached reading list.  Make yourself familiar with as many of the titles on there (even if this means some short time researching a text online OR watching a film version of it).
	

	Additional Task: Visit the Globe Theatre or watch a theatrical performance at Odeon cinema. You can go for a guided tour during the day or watch a performance (groundling tickets cost £5). 
	

	Additional Task: Watch as many of the following films / series (buying a study guide for each would be useful): 

Othello (any version), 

The Great Gatsby (starring Leonardo De Caprio), 

A Streetcar Named Desire (starring Marlon Brando), 

Frankenstein (Starring Robert De Nero and Kenneth Branagh), 

The Handmaid’s Tale (Season 1 episode 1 only)
	

	Other Visits: 

– Tate Britain – Look at the Pre-Raphaelite collection and explore images of Britain’s Victorian past 

– Victoria and Albert Museum – explore Britain’s past: Empire and the Victorians

-The British Library – Visit the Treasure Room with its collection of first editions 
	


Thomas Hardy 


John Keats 


Ernest Dowson 











Andrew Marvell 


Richard Lovelace 











John Wilmot, Earl


of Rochester 











