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The Maths Department would like to
remember the contributions of all
African-American mathematicians &
scientists to the space programme
run by NASA in the 1960s
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You may remember that the Maths
( department did an assembly last
( year that included information about
these amazing women.....

Alan Shepard Gus Grissom John

Hidden Figures



https://www.space.com/17385-alan-shepard-first-american-in-space.html
https://www.space.com/24443-gus-grissom.html
https://www.space.com/17263-john-glenn-astronaut-biography.html
https://www.space.com/17953-nasa-headquarters.html
https://target.georiot.com/Proxy.ashx?tsid=72128&GR_URL=http://www.amazon.com/dp/0062363603/?tag=hawk-future-20&ascsubtag=space-gb-9588430919034948000-20

John Glenn

The black ‘human computers’ had to work

separately from their white counterparts by
law. While their hard work contributed to the
success of the space programme, they worked
{ without recognition behind closed doors
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https://www.space.com/17263-john-glenn-astronaut-biography.html

Dorothy Vaughan (1910-2008)

Vaughan joined the Langley Memorial Aeronautical
Laboratory in 1943 after beginning her career as a
math teacher in Farmville, Virginia. Her job during - '
World War Il was a temporary position, but thanks in 5
part to a new executive order prohibiting 7 g
discrimination in the defense industry, she was hired y
on permanently because the laboratory had a wealth
of data to process.
Dorothy Vaughan
becarme the first black
supervisor at the
MNational Advisory

Committee for
Asronautics (MACA), a
precursar of NASA, in
1949,

(Image credit: NASA)

Still, the law required that she and her black
colleagues needed to work separately from white
female computers, and the first supervisors were
white. Vaughan became the first black NACA
supervisor in 1949 and made sure that her
employees received promotions or pay raises if
merited.

Segregation was ended in 1958 when NACA became NASA, at which point NASA
created an analysis and computation division. Vaughan was an expert

programmer in FORTRAN, a prominent computer language of the day, and also
contributed to a satellite-launching rocket called Scout (Seolid Controlled Orbital
Utility Test). She retired from NASA in 1971. Vaughan died on Nov. 10, 2008 at
the age of 98.
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- B ou

Katherine Johnson Dies at 101;
Mathematician Broke Barriers at NASA

She was one of a group of black women mathematicians at
NASA and its predecessor who were celebrated in the 2016
movie “Hidden Figures.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9j6p7ajuh-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiwBpkyjrmQ

